
General care   

A healthy green water dragon should be bright and alert. Its body and 
legs muscles should appear well-formed and strong. There should be no 
signs of diarrhoea; this can be caused by incorrect feeding or internal 
parasite infestation. Nails may become overgrown and will need to be 
trimmed - consult your pet shop or vet. 

 
Mouth rot: Cheesy deposits appear in the mouth.   

 
Respiratory problems: signs include fluid or mucus from the nose.  

 
Bone disorders: signs include twisted, twitching, swollen or 
paralysed hind limbs and a soft or undershot jawbone. This is due to 
a lack of calcium and/or vitamin D3. It can be reversed if caught in 
time and properly treated.   

 

If you are at all worried about the health of your water dragon you 
should consult a specialist reptile vet as soon as possible.    

 

Some reptiles carry a form of salmonella. Salmonella is most usually 
contracted by ingestion. Good hygiene and washing hands after 
handling or cleaning your water dragon should be sufficient to 
prevent any risk of infection.   

Shopping List     

      

Vivarium   

 

Pet safe disinfectant  

 

Heat map/spot light   Substrate   

 

dome reflector   

 

UVB tube/UVB Heat lamp 
2 thermometers/ humidity  Silver reflector for tubes 

 

gauge    

 

Thermostat   

 

Food bowl and water bowl 

 

Book on water dragons 

 

Live feeds/vegetable foods 

 

Calcium supplement  

 

Vitamin supplement  

  

Cage furnishings/branches 

 

Deodoriser   

 

Bath/Waterfall   

 

Book on water dragons 
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CARING FOR YOUR  
WATER DRAGON   

Water dragons originate from the humid tropical rainforests of South 
East Asia.  

They are a semi-aquatic species of lizard that love to climb.    

They can become tame and then make good pets.   

Adults can reach sizes up to 90 cm, including tail.  

Adult males can be territorial and should not normally be kept 
together.  

Average life span 10-20 years.    
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